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CORE Seminars – Theology of the Church
Capitol Hill Baptist Church
Class #2 – Church Membership

Introduction 

1 Corinthians 5:4–5  “When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.”



The Church Represents Heaven    

The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven
Matthew 16:15-19 “He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 







The Keys and the Church

Matthew 18:15–18 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

 

The Keys Exercised Through Baptism & Lord’s Supper

Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”





“A local church is a group of Christians who regularly gather in Christ’s name to officially affirm and oversee one another’s membership in Jesus Christ and his kingdom through gospel preaching and gospel ordinances.”






Who is Church Membership For?

· Matthew 5:3 ““Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
· Matthew 7:21 ““Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 
· Matthew 10:32 “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven,”
· Matthew 18:4 “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Membership Throughout the New Testament


[image: ]Romans 12:13-16; 15:1
Hebrews 10:24-25
1 Corinthians 5:1-5, Matthew 18:15-20
1 Peter 5:1-6
Galatians 1:6-9


Hebrews 13:17
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13





Discussion…
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of its glory, which was being brought to an end, & will not the min-
istry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if there was glory in
hthe ministry of condemnation, ‘the ministry of righteousness must
far exceed it in glory. 1 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has
come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it.
" For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much
more will what is permanent have glory.
125ince we have such a hope, iwe are very bold, 13 not like Moses,
kwho would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not
gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. " But
Itheir minds were ™hardened. For to this day, "when they read °the
old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through
Christ is it taken away. 18 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a
veil lies over their hearts. 18 But when Pone? turns to the Lord, 9the

‘The New International Version (1984)

A o0

was, & will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? o If
the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glori-
ous is the ministry that brings righteousness! *° For what was glori-
ous has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. * And
if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the
glory of that which lasts!

22 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 3 We are
not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the
Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. 4 But
their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains
when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only
in Christ is it taken away. % Even to this day when Moses is read, a
veil covers their hearts. *® But whenever anyone turns to the Lord,
the veil is taken away. 7 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the
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Obey Your Leaders
. Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping
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watch over your souls, as those who will have fo give an account. Let them do
this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”

Elders.

Accountability

You S 2 Congregation

So do you see how the NT calls us to relate to each other within the church?

But that saises a secondary question: which church? In other words, Hebrews 13 calls us to
submit to our elders — but wiich elders? Every elder of every church? Elders are accountable to
God for the souls they keep watch over, but which Clristians? The congregation has a
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