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Next Week:  Struggles with Infertility  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Seminars – Marriage  
Week 8 
 

The Blessings of Children 
The Joy & Privilege of Procreation and Parenting 

 
1. Marriage is for making babies  

  
 
 
 
 “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air 
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  Gen 1:28 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Marriage is for making worshippers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress 
them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the 
doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”  Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

 
 
 



“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness.  Throw away the gods 
your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  
But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond 
the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.  But as for 
me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  Joshua 24:14-15 
 
 
 
 
“After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another 
generation grew up, who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for 
Israel.  Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals.  
They forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers ….”  Judges 2:10-12 

 
 
 
 

3. Children are a heritage, reward and blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him.  Like arrows in 
the hands of a warrior are sons born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man whose 
quiver is full of them.  They will not be put to shame when they contend with 
their enemies in the gate.”(Ps 127:3-5).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Children are sought after and celebrated 
 
 
 
 
 
“Jacob answered, ‘They are the children God has graciously given your 
servant.’” (Genesis 33:5b)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deliberately Choosing Barrenness 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


